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BRITAIN & NORTHERN IRELAND

FOREWORD

The Rt Hon Baroness Jacqui Smith of Malvern
UK Minister for Skills and Minister for Women
and Equalities

Foreword from The Rt Hon Baroness Smith of Malvern
Minister for Skills and Minister for Women and Equalities

The United Kingdom and Japan share a long-standing partnership grounded
in mutual respect, innovation and cultural exchange. It is in this spirit that |
am honoured to lead the UK’s first government-led education mission to
Japan, with visits to Tokyo and the 2025 World Expo in Osaka.

| am delighted to be joined by a delegation of world-class UK institutions
made up of universities, independent schools, English Language Training
providers and Education businesses. Together, the delegation represents the
full education lifecycle, from early years to higher education and lifelong
learning.

This mission is a practical expression of the UK’s International Education
Strategy, which aims to grow the UK’s global education presence through
stronger international partnerships, transnational education, increased
education exports and enhanced student mobility.

The programme includes a range of activities and engagements designed
to spark meaningful connections and foster long-term collaboration.
However, this mission is not a one-off event. It marks the beginning of a
deeper, two-way dialogue. One that aligns academic excellence with
industry growth and national priorities.

| am particularly looking forward to hosting receptions at the UK Pavilion at
the World Expo in Osaka and at the British Ambassador’s Residence in Tokyo.
These events will bring together a diverse mix of UK and Japanese education
stakeholders and provide a valuable platform to celebrate the breadth of
UK education engagement in Japan. This includes institutional partnerships

>
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FOREWORD

The Rt Hon Baroness Jacqui Smith of Malvern
UK Minister for Skills and Minister for Women
and Equalities

, joint research, student mobility and people-to-people links, as well as the
growing presence of British schools, UK qualifications and exams, English
language provision and innovative education businesses. These connections
reflect the dynamic and evolving nature of our education relationship and
the strong interest in working together across sectors.

| would like to express my sincere thanks to the Government of Japan for
their continued engagement. | am also grateful to the British Embassy in
Japan, the Department for Business and Trade and the British Council for
their support in organising this important mission.

The Rt Hon Baroness Smith of Malvern
Minister for Skills and Minister for Women and Equalities
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B University

of Essex

Louise Phyllis Blair
University of Essex

Director of Partnerships
(Education and Research)
Office of the Vice-Chancellor

Louise.Blair@essex.ac.uk
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BRITAIN & NORTHERN IRELAND

We're committed to two things: excellence in teaching and excellence in
research. We put student success at the heart of our mission, supporting
every student from every background to achieve outstanding outcomes;
preparing our students to thrive in their future lives.

Key academic areas of interest for partnerships in Japan

» Science and Health

» Life Sciences:

» Computer Science

+ Artificial Intelligence

» Electronic Engineering
* Health and Social Care
« Sport and Exercise Science
* Rehabilitation Sciences
* Mathematics

» Statistics

» Actuarial Science

* Psychology

« Data Analytics

* Public Health

» Social Sciences

» Economics:

» Polifics

+ International Relations

»  Academic Skills and Foundation Studies

Website: https://www.essex.ac.uk/

>

Language and Linguistics
Sociology

Criminology

Business

Law

Psychosocial Studies
Psychoanalytic Studies

Social and Economic Research
Data Archiving

Arts and Humanities
Philosophy:

History

Interdisciplinary Studies
Literature

Film

Theatre

Acting

Hospitality and Hotel Management
Art History

Human Rights
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Loughborough
University OREAl

Professor Ksenia Chmutina

University of Loughborough

Associate Pro-Vice Chancellor

Impact and Internationalisation and

Director of the Institute of Advanced Studies
k.chmutina@Iboro.ac.uk

Loughborough University is a medium-size university in the East Midlands. It is
consistently ranked among the top ten in the UK. It is renowned for its
exceptional academic standards, state-of-the-art facilities, and a robust
strategic emphasis on research and innovation. Its exceptional education
and learning standards are evidenced by the Triple Gold TEF award. It's
currently focusing on building its international reputation outside of sport (in
which Loughborough is number one in the world according to QS).

Key academic areas of interest for partnerships in Japan

Design and the creative arts; business and management; sport and spori-
related disciplines (e.g. sport technology); architecture and built
environment; international development.

Website: hitps://www.lboro.ac.uk/international/
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@ Newcastle
University

Dennis Wong
University of Newcastle

Regional Provost
and CEO South & Southeast Asia
dennis.wong@ncl.ac.uk

As a founding member of the Russell Group of research-intensive Universities,
we’ ve been working to understand our world since 1834. Ranked as a
Global top 130 University, our research and teaching are world leading. We
have campuses in Newcastle, Singapore, and Malaysia. Our 29,000-strong
stfudent community is drawn from over 135 countries.

We’ ve developed a global network of strategic industry partners and
employers. Our collaborations are providing ideas and solutions of economic,
social and cultural benefit. From unlocking the secrets of long-Covid, to
advancing new freatments for cancer. We’ re also protecting our planet’s
future - from developing more sustainable technologies, to driving the UK’ s
electric revolution. Across our strengths in ageing and health, data, cities

and place, one planet, culture and creative arts, we' re tackling global
challenges.

Key academic areas of interest for partnerships in Japan

Electrification and battery lifecycle; industry relations and skills development;
ageing and health; Al; data; cities and place; culture and creative arts. Our
centres of research excellence include:

+ Centre for Cancer

» Centre for Data Science & Al

+ Centre for Healthier Lives

» Centre for Rare Disease

+ Centre for Ageing and Inequalities

+ Centre for Landscape

» Centre for Biomedical Engineering

« Centre for Water

+ Centre for Behaviour

+ Centre for Mobility and Transport

Websites:
https://www.wongmld.com/
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/singapore/staff/profile/denniswong.html
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University of

w Sunderland

Ben Middleton

University of Sunderland

Academic Dean of the Faculty of
Education, Society and Creative Industries

ben.middleton@sunderland.ac.uk

BRITAIN & NORTHERN IRELAND

\'%
We are a global institution with over 27,000 students based in the UK, Hong
Kong and at their global partnerships with learning institutions in 16 countries.
We work with partners to deliver our degree and postgraduate courses
worldwide, including Japan, Malaysia, Hong Kong, Oman, Singapore,
Trinidad and Tobago, Kenya, Uzbekistan and Vietham. We offer distance
learning opportunities to study University of Sunderland courses and our
PGCE teacher education programmes currently operate in over 65 countries
whereby students have dedicated 1-1 support and access to our remote
library services and e-resources. We have over 100 years’ experience of
training teachers in the UK and over 25 years of training teachers
internationally, with over 1,500 students studying with us annually. Shortlisted
for University of the Year in the Times Higher Education Awards 2024 and
ranked amongst the world's best universities (Times Higher Education World
University Rankings 2025).

Key academic areas of interest for partnerships in Japan

Expand school-based teacher education in Japan through strategic
partnerships with schools, policymakers and investors. With proven success in
delivering PGCE Education, PGCE Early Years Teaching, and PGCE iQTS
(International Qualified Teacher Status) globally, we are uniquely positioned
to support Japan’s evolving education needs. Our teacher fraining
programmes offer a scalable solution to the global teacher shortage,
particularly relevant as Japan faces recruitment and retention challenges.

Our model enables in-school training, tailored support, and remote
academic delivery. We believe Japan can benefit from this flexible model to
equip future educators with high-quality credentials recognised
internationally. The PGCE iQTS at the University of Sunderland is an
internationally recognised course that leads to Qualified Teacher Status.
Website: hitps://www.sunderland.ac.uk/study/international/
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Ayako Towatari

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
Country Manager
ayako.towatari@cambridge.org

We are the International Education group at Cambridge University Press &
Assessment, an organisation that provides world-leading academic research,
learning and assessment globally. As part of the University of Cambridge, we
offer a globally frusted and flexible frameworks for education from age 3 to
19, informed by research, experience, and listening to educators. We work
with over 10,000 schools in 160 countries worldwide to build an education
that shapes knowledge, understanding and skills. Our international
qualifications are recognised by the world’ s best universities, giving students
a wide range of options in their education and career.

Key academic areas of interest for partnerships in Japan

We seek to establish new partnerships with prefectural boards of education,
local private school associations, primary and secondary schools,
international schools, and universities across Japan.

Website: hitps://www.cambridgeinternational.org/
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Richard Houchin

Cheltenham Ladies' College (CLC)
Director of Admissions
HouchinR@cheltladiescollege.org

At Cheltenham Ladies’ College, we have educated and inspired
generations of young women from around the world for over 170 years.

Educating 850 pupils at our campus in England, we firmly believe education
for girls should embody excellence, independence, inspiration and
empowerment. At CLC, academic achievement is complemented by rich
extra-curricular experiences, personal development and a strong sense of
community.

We encourage each student to discover her voice, pursue her passions and
find her own path. Our aim is that every girl graduates as a self-determining,
resilient and fulfilled woman, ready to contribute to and enrich her
communities.

Key academic areas of interest for partnerships in Japan

We look forward to building new opportunities for collaboration with partners
in Japan, inspired by CLC’ s second Principal, Dorothea Beale, and Utako
Shimoda, founder of Jissen Women'’s University, whose shared educational
values first connected our countries in the late 19th century.

Cheltenham Ladies’ College is currently seeking:

« Like-minded partners to explore opportunities to bring CLC’ s unique
educational offer to Japan.

+ Schools to join our well-established cultural and English language summer
programme in Cheltenham. This is currently attended by girls from five
Japanese High Schools, and we have capacity to expand this
programme to welcome additional schools.

Website: hitps://www.cheltladiescollege.org/
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Tim Hipperson

gﬁEﬁIRI\REL ND
Oundle School

Academic Director — International >

tph@oundleschool.org.uk R .
!“

Oundle Schoolis a leading, co-educational, independent boarding and day
school providing an education of the highest quality to 1150 pupils. The
School is known for specialism in STEM and it's Patrick Engineering Centre
includes a metal 3D printer, CNC milling machines and a Scanning Electron
Microscope.

Key academic areas of interest for partnerships in Japan

Establishing British international schools including primary and secondary
phases.

Website: hitps://www.oundleschool.org.uk/
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Sean Davey

Reigate Grammar School International
Global Business Director

sean rgsi@reigategrammar.org

Reigate Grammar School is currently celebrating its 350 anniversary since its
foundationin 1675. It is the alma mater of the current UK Prime Minister, Sir
Kier Starmer, and awarded UK Independent School of the Year 2025 by the
Sunday Times. Reigate Grammar School is fully co-educational and K-12,
with on average 97% of students going on to top universities. Academically,
Reigate Grammar is in the top 15 of all independent schools and in the top
three of all UK co-educational schools. The Reigate group in the UK has four
feeder prep schools and also a RGS Surrey Hills campus for boarding.
Reigate Grammar School International (RGSI) works very closely with the DBT
and has been very successful in establishing a global village of branch
schools in various territories with this support. Locations such as KSA, UAE,
Vietnam, and most recently Malaysia and Cambodia (opening this summer).
RGSl is very flexible and very 'hands on' with its support and collaboration
with overseas partners. A proven track record with the DBT, we are keen to
explore Japan and work once more with the DBT.

Key academic areas of interest for partnerships in Japan

We are keen to explore K-12 partnerships; establishing branch schools; UK
based residential courses and exchange opportunities.

Website: hitps://www.reigategrammar.org/
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Daniel Lewis ‘ ’

Repton Family of Schools e

Lo 4 s
Managing Director | .
'Z

dlewis@repton.org.uk

As one of England’ s great public schools, Repton has a proud and rich
history. Now with a global family of eleven schools, Repton educates over
10,000 students across the UK, UAE, Egypt and China.

Key academic areas of interest for partnerships in Japan
School partnerships - for the establishment of Repton ‘branch’ schools.

Website: hitps://www.reptonschool.org.uk/
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Abbie Watts

Wellington College International

Business Development Manager
akpw@wellingtoncollegeinternational.com

Wellington College International (founded 2009) shares the purpose of
Wellington College to pioneer in education to serve and help shape a better
world. For WCI this means maximising educational opportunities for young
people around the world, and building greater cultural dialogue, respect
and understanding, both within our schools and far beyond. Currently we
have schools in China, Thailand and India, across which we share best
practice in teaching, assessment and internationalisation.

Key academic areas of interest for partnerships in Japan

Building strategic partnerships with Japanese education institutions in order
to open a super-premium K-12 international school, which would aspire to
become the very best in region.

Website: hitps://wellingtoncollegeinternational.com/
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Leigh Mcintyre
Bayswater Education
Regional Director, Asia
Leigh@bayswater.ac

Bayswater education have 11 English language and professional skills
colleges globally including five in the UK. Bayswater also have an exclusive
luxury hospitality programme targeted towards students travelling on the
YMS visa to the UK and we have helped hundreds of students from Korea,
Japan and Taiwan prepare for their career experiences in the UK. Bayswater
offer programmes for both long and short term study for both juniors and
adults.

Key academic areas of interest for partnerships in Japan

University study abroad/ semester/ groups, work placement and career
preparation, English language, professional micro credentials in business and
marketing subjects.

Website: hitps://www.bayswater.ac/en/
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Muhammad Tariq

Learning Resource Network
CEO

zohaib@Irnglobal.org

Learning Resource Network (LRN) is a UK-based awarding organisation
offering internationally recognised qualifications in English language,
teacher training, and vocational education. With a presence in over 50
countries, LRN works with schools, colleges, universities, and training providers
to support learners’ progression into higher education and employment. Our
qualifications are designed to meet global standards and are regulated by
Ofgual. LRN is committed to innovation in assessment, quality assurance, and
promoting British educational excellence worldwide through strategic
partnerships and capacity-building initiatives.

Key academic areas of interest for partnerships in Japan

Learning Resource Network (LRN) is particularly interested in partnerships in
the following academic areas:

+ English language education and assessment

+ Teacher training and professional development
* Vocational education and skills development

+ International qualifications recognition

* Curriculum development and quality assurance

We are keen to collaborate with Japanese institutions on joint programme
delivery, capacity-building projects, and sharing best practices in
assessment and internationalisation.

Website: www.Irnschools.org and www.lrnglobal.org
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Dr lkuya Aizawa
Oxford EMI Ltd
Researcher and Oxford EMI Associate

ikuya.aizawa@oxfordemi.co.uk
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Professional development courses in English Medium Instruction for University
Lecturers around the world.

Key academic areas of interest for partnerships in Japan

English Medium Instruction

Professional Development of High School teachers
Professional Development of University Lecturers
Internationalisation of Universities

Website: hitps://oxfordemi.co.uk/
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Richard Leach
Regional Lead — APAC and the Americas

?@w
Department for Business and Trade ' __’ 7 NG
"

Richard.Leach@businessandtrade.gov.uk

Richard joined the Ministry of Defence in 1987 with a degree in Physics from
the University of Manchester. He has held various roles in defence operations,
policy, and planning within the MoD headquarters, including two years as a
scientist defining the UK's underwater weapons capability requirements. In
2008, he joined UK Trade & Investment’ s Defence and Security Organisation
as Assistant Director for South and Central America and the Caribbean.
Since 2013, he has worked for UK Trade and Investment’ s Healthcare UK as
geographical head of South America, Southeast Asia, and Military Medicine
before transferring to the Department of Business and Trade's Education
team.

The Education Team at DBT promotes partnerships between foreign
governments and organisations working in education and their British
counterparts in five key areas: Vocational Education and Training, K12
Schools, Higher Education, educational technology supply, and English
language training. The team represents DBT in the UK’ s Internationall
Education Strategy.
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Mike Qureshi e
Senior Programme Manager ,""
Department for Business and Trade

Mike.Qureshi@businessandtrade.gov.uk

Mike started with DBT's Education Sector Team in London in 2018, and works
with colleagues across UK Government, including Professor Sir Steve Smith,
the UK Government’s International Education Champion, and overseas
ministries and interlocutors, to scope and promote cross-education
opportunities for UK providers, and provide platforms for them to engage
with potential overseas partners.

Mike's core Geographic remit covers Asia Pacific and the Americas, and, he
also oversees the UK DBT pavilion at BETT Asia, BETT UK, and our participation
at the Education World Forum. He is excited to be visiting Japan for the first
time

Prior to this, Mike worked on inward investment from the US, and the Energy
Sector Team.
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Husna Hashim

Head of Education (Trade) - Asia Pacific Region
Department for Business and Trade Malaysia
Husna.Hashim@fcdo.gov.uk

Husna leads the Asia Pacific High value campaign work for the Department
for Business and Trade which involves developing and delivering campaigns
to promote UK business interests. Husna works with UK Education companies
to help grow their international revenue across Malaysia and the wider
region.

Prior to this, Husna was a Programmes and Partnerships Manager at the
British Council, and has successfully delivered many regional programmes
nationwide including the International Inspiration, the first ever international
legacy initiative ever linked to the 2012 London Olympic and Paralympics
Games.

Husna was also responsible for the implementation of the National
Education Technology project under the Ministry of Education Malaysia

Husna holds an MEd specialising in Curriculum and Instructions.
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Sumiko Koga

Japan Exports Performance Lead and Market Advisor (Trade R
Department for Business and Trade (Japan)
Sumiko.Koga@fcdo.gov.uk

Sumiko is a Market Advisor in the Japan Exports Performance Team based at
British Embassy Tokyo. She is part of Export Support Service (ESS), which forms
part of Department for Business and Trade’ s international support network,
helping UK SMEs to do business in international markets. Sumiko supports UK
SMEs across a wide range of sectors, including education in Japan.

Sumiko previously worked for the Executive MBA Programme at the Japan
campus of an American university, where she was responsible for student
recruitment, marketing, and programme coordination. She also brings
extensive professional experience in project and event management from
the private sector, spanning a wide range of industries.

Sumiko holds a BA in Infernational Politics and Economics.
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Akie Koyama

Head of Education

British Council Japan
Akie.Koyama@britishcouncil.or.jp

Akie has dedicated more than 10 years of her life to advancing educational
opportunities for others. In her current role, she is responsible for developing
the British Council Japan's education strategy and overseeing the planning
and delivery of all its education programmes.

Prior to this, Akie served as Managing Director of Japan's two largest study
abroad agencies specialising in promoting UK higher education institutions.

She is deeply committed to supporting cross-border collaboration in
education and research and believes that greater exchange of knowledge
and ideas through mobility will help secure a sustainable and prosperous
future not only for the UK and Japan, but for the entire world.

Akie holds an MPhil in Educational Research.

>
-1k


mailto:Akie.Koyama@britishcouncil.or.jp

b
28

®® BRITISH SREATTS
©®® COUNCIL

7XI-avv

HEHNE

DAL P SR Ly M [ VEDVZ J AN
Akie.Koyama@britishcouncil.or.jp

THFIEFI0FEULITHIY, D AR DHEEHREDR LICAEZHEFTEEL, BHE.
BREIFEBERDTITAv2 - DIV VIDBEEBREOKREEL. TATOHRETOTS L
DEEHFIUVREDEEEBEILTVET,

CNIZELL, TR IREFREDEFLEHREDNOTOE—a02EMETHEERK
DEBEREE2HOIR—DU T TALII—EHOHTLEL,

BREIFBELHARICEITOIEREBA-HAEIIET S EITRRALTEY, EEY
TAZBLTHBET AT T E2EY BRI HEMN HKEEB AT TE HEEKIC
EOTHMATRE TRRLIZREEER T D LIDBENDHEELTVET,
TXIRBFEEAROMARELTZMELTLET,

>
-1k


mailto:Akie.Koyama@britishcouncil.or.jp

b
28

A

o ks

épaﬁment
for Education

GREAT Ik~

BRITAIN & NORTHERN IRELAND

Bethan Dinning

Head of China and Asia Pacific
Department for Education
Bethan.Dinning@education.gov.uk

Bethan leads the Department for Education’ s engagement across the Asia-
Pacific region. Her role includes coordinating ministerial and senior official
visits, bilateral engagement and delivering strategic partnerships that
advance UK education and foreign policy objectives. This work contributes
to the delivery of the UK International Education Strategy, involving
engagement through multilateral fora, policy exchange and the
international sharing of UK education expertise.

Since joining the Department for Education in 2019, Bethan has worked
across a broad range of international policy areas. Prior to this, she spent five
years at the British Council, managing international education programmes,
including Language Assistants and Erasmus+. She also has experience in the
English language sector, including as Centre Director of a residential English
Language School.

Bethan holds a BA in International Relations.
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Colin Bell

CEO

The Council of British International Schools (COBIS)
colin.bell@cobis.org.uk

The Council of British International Schools (COBIS) is the premier global
association for high-quality British international schools and education
providers. Representing over 330 member schools in 86 countries and
impacting more than 200,000 students and 16,000 teachers, COBIS is a
trusted voice in international education.

COBIS’ mission is to support and empower British international schools in their
delivery of high-quality education. Guided by a vision to connect and
develop school communities that prepare students to make a positive
impact on society. For over 40 years, COBIS has supported schools in
delivering outstanding British-style education through robust accreditation,
professional development, and advocacy. Its accreditation and
compliance scheme, validated by the UK’ s Quality Assurance Agency
(QAA), provides schools with a recognised kitemark of excellence, critical for
gaining the confidence of parents, staff, and stakeholders.

COBIS connects its diverse network through tailored CPD, safeguarding
training, international student events, and leadership development
programmes. As a key partner to the UK Department for Education and
Department for Business and Trade, COBIS is influential in shaping global
educational policy and standards.

For markets like Japan where interest in quality English-medium education is
growing, COBIS offers a gateway to best-in-class British schools and
educational expertise. COBIS is formally recognised by Japan’s Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) as an
accrediting body for international schools operating in the country, making it
a vital partner for future UK-Japan education sector collaboration.

Website: www.cobis.org.uk
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Department for Business and Trade

The UK’ s Department for Business and Trade is an economic growth department. We
ensure fair, competitive markets at home, secure access to new markets abroad and
support businesses to invest, export and grow. Our priorities are the Industrial Strategy,
Make Work Pay, the Trade Strategy and the Plan for Small Business.

Legal disclaimer

Whereas every effort has been made to ensure that the information in this document is
accurate, the Department for Business and Trade does not accept liability for any errors,
omissions or misleading statements, and no warranty is given or responsibility accepted
as to the standing of any individual, firm, company or other organisation mentioned.

© Crown copyright 2025

You may re-use this publication (not including logos) free of charge in any format or
medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence.

To view this licence, visit nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3

Where we have identified any third-party copyright information in the material that you
wish to use, you will need to obtain permission from the copyright holder(s) concerned.
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Department for Business and Trade

18 April 2025
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