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Hiroshi Sawabe, Executive Director for International 
Affairs of JATA, spoke on November 5 at the London 
World Travel Market in a symposium entitled “What 
Next for Japan?”co-sponsored by WTM and the 

European Tour Operators 
Association (ETOA). He 
talked about the current 
state of Japan’s outbound 
t rave l  marke t  and the 
act iv i t ies of  the JATA 
Team Europe Committee. 
During the symposium, a 
panel discussion was held 
on the theme of increasing 
the number of Japanese 
travelers visiting Europe, 
and in response to Europe’
s request for “early revision 
of Japan’s travel industry 

law,” Mr. Sawabe emphasized the importance of 
“coordination between Japan and Europe through 
Team Europe.” He suggested that it is necessary for 
Japan and Europe to work in tandem in the medium 
to long term.

Interest in Japanese Market Grows in the 
European Travel Industry
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Japan and Europe: Work in Tandem in the 
Medium to Long Term
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-------- One role of JATA Tourism Expo Japan will be 
as a place to promote the travel culture of Japan, but 
what sort of event would you like to develop it into?
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In 2014, the Japan Associat ion of  Travel 
Agents (JATA) and the Japan Travel and Tourism 
Association (JTTA) will hold JATA Tourism Expo 
Japan, which merges Tabi Fair Japan and JATA 
Tabihaku Travel Showcase into one event. Jungo 
Kikuma, Chairman of the Japan Association of 
Travel Agents, and Norio Yamaguchi, Chairman 
of the Japan Travel and Tourism Association, 
talked together about the purpose and significance 
of integrating these two events as well as their 
expectations and the prospects for the new event.
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-------- What are your views on the significance of 
combining JATA Tabihaku Travel Showcase, one of 
Asia’s largest comprehensive travel events, and Tabi 
Fair Japan, one of the largest tourism exhibitions in 
Japan?
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-------- What sorts of things are you aiming to gain 
through the JATA Tourism Expo Japan?
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Travel Industry Monthly Report
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