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At the International Tourism Forum held at Tokyo 
Big Sight on September 25, an Overseas Travel 
Symposium was held on the theme of Vitalization of 
Travel Demand in Local Communities / Challenging 
Twenty Million Japanese Travelers. Representatives 
from local governments, airlines, and travel agencies 
discussed their respective efforts, current issues, and 
the future outlook for expanding the outbound market 
in regional areas.   

The panel discussion in the overseas travel symposium
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Hideo Ninomiya, Vice Chairman,
JATA Outbound Travel Executive Committee 
(President & CEO of Jalpak Co., Ltd.)

Joongseok Kang, Tokyo Branch Manager,
Korea Tourism Organization 

JATA Organizes a 1,000-Person Mega-
FAM Tour to South Korea

Spurring Interest to Expand Tourism 
Exchanges as 50th Anniversary of 
Normalization of Diplomatic Relations 
Approaches

Next month, JATA will lead a 1,000-person mega-FAM tour to 
boost the momentum of travel product sales to South Korea. 
Hideo Ninomiya, vice chairman of the JATA Outbound Travel 
Executive Committee, and Joongseok Kang, Tokyo Branch 
Manager of the Korea Tourism Organization (KTO), spoke 
together about their expectations that the mega-FAM tour 
will add momentum to travel as the 50th anniversary of the 
normalization of Japanese-South Korean diplomatic relations 
approaches. 

----Would you please tell us about your expectations for 
the mega-FAM tour to South Korea?

----What are your thoughts about the 50th anniversary of 
the restoration of diplomatic relations between Japan 
and South Korea which occurs next year?

----Do you have a message to send to all the members of 
JATA? 

Kang Joongseok(left) and 
Hideo Ninomiya(right)
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The JATA Trail Project has been launched on the Michinoku 
Sea Breeze Trail  being set up along the Pacific coast of Japan's 
Tohoku region by the Ministry of the Environment. The aim is to 
realize "new tourism in Tohoku" over the course of seven years, 
from now until FY2020, through ongoing social service activities 
in which 1,000 people will participate.  

The Tanesashi coast on the Michinoku Sea Breeze Trail


