
Since i t  has been decided 
t o  ho l d  t h e  O l ymp i c s  and 
Paralympics in Tokyo for the 
first time in 56 years, the city 
is expected to play a role in 
attracting inbound travel to Japan 
overall as preparations are made 
for the era of 20 million inbound 
travelers, including drawing up 
a branding strategy and a policy 
for improving the environment to 
welcome international tourists 
who will visit Japan in 2020. 
We talked with Kazuaki Maruo, 
chairperson of JATA’s Inbound 
Travel Promotion Committee that 
proposed policy recommendations 
for inbound travel in April this 
year ,  and Chieko Sugisak i , 
director of the Tourism Division 
i n  t he  Tokyo  Me t r opo l i t an 
Government, about the future of 
Japan’s inbound market with an 
eye on 2020 and thereafter. 
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◆Note 1. The figures for Jan.-Nov.2014 are provisional, while ＊ stands for the preliminary figures estimated by JNTO.
◆Note 2. Provisional and definitive figures for Visitor Arrivals are compiled by JNTO (source: Ministry of Justice), and 
provisional and definitive figures for Japanese Overseas Travelers are provided by the Ministry of Justice.
◆Note 3. The figures in ( ) represent the number of tourists among the total.

2015 Visitor Arrivals & Japanese Overseas Travelers （Unit: Persons）

Visitor Arrivals Japanese Overseas Travelers 
Month 2014 2015 Change % 2014 2015 Change %

1
Jan.

944,009 
(730,519) 1,218,393 29.1

(33.9) 1,253,404 1,235,612 －1.4

2
Feb.

880,020 
(688,902) 1,386,982 57.6

(75.2) 1,404,873 1,257,154 －10.5

3
Mar.

1,050,559 
(802,434) 1,525,879 45.2

(54.1) 1,596,751 1,534,026 －3.9

4
Apr.

1,231,471 
(1,020,474) ＊1,764,691 43.3 1,189,132 1,144,833 －3.7

5
May.

1,097,211 
(892,577) ＊1,641,800 ＊49.6 1,280,765 ＊1,262,179 ＊－1.5

6
Jun.

1,055,273 
(866,883) ＊1,602,200 ＊51.8 1,289,029 ＊1,189,000 ＊－7.8

7
Jul.

1,270,048 
(1,080,552) 1,414,912

8
Aug.

1,109,569 
(903,919) 1,783,127

9
Sep.

1,099,102 
(846,241) 1,520,863

10
Oct.

1,271,705 
(1,029,922) 1,417,766

11
Nov. 1,168,427 1,355,246

12
Dec. 1,236,073 1,397,520

1～6
Jan.-Jun.

6,258,543
(5,001,789) ＊9,139,900 ＊46.0 8,013,954 ＊7,622,800 ＊－4.9

1～12
Jan.-Dec.

13,413,467
(10,880,604) 16,903,388
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