
In 2015, the annual number of inbound foreign 
travelers exceeded 19 million and surpassed the number 
of outbound Japanese travelers for the first time in 45 
years. With inbound travel, which is certain to exceed 
20 million, headed for the “next stage,” it is necessary 
to find a way to revive outbound travel in 2016 to 
achieve balanced two-way exchanges. Akihiko Tamura, 
commissioner of the Japan Tourism Agency, and 
Hiromi Tagawa, chairman of JATA, spoke about their 
expectations and enthusiasm for the new year, which 
begins the countdown to the Olympic year of 2020.

Promotion of Industrial Policy is a Major Issue

Leading Role in International Tourism

A Tough Travel Environment That is Resistant to 
Terrorism

Leaders’ New Year Discussion

Chairman Tagawa Commissioner Tamura

Akihiko Tamura, commissioner of the Japan Tourism Agency, Ministry 
of Land, Infrastructure, Transport, and Tourism
Born in Tokyo in 1955. Graduate of the University of Tokyo’s Faculty 
of Law. Received MBA from Cornell University Business School. 
April 1980, joined Japan’s Ministry of Transport (currently Ministry 
of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism). September 1993, 
deputy director of the International Planning Division, Transport 
Policy Bureau. May 1995, counsellor at the Embassy of Japan in 
the US. July 1998, planning officer in the Minister’s Secretariat. 
June 2000, head of Travel Promotion Division, Tourism Department, 
Transport Policy Bureau. July 2004, head of Harbor Transportation 
Division, Maritime Bureau. July 2006, head of General Affairs 
Division, Supervision Department, Civil Aviation Bureau. July 2008, 
assistant vice-minister, Minister’s Secretariat. August 2011, senior 
deputy director, Railway Bureau. September 2012, director of 
Aviation Bureau. September 2015, assumed current position. 



Leaders’ New Year Discussion

Establishment of Two “Japan Brands”

Total Inbound Foreign Travelers Will Exceed 
Outbound Japanese Travelers in 2015

◆Note 1. The figures for Jan.-Nov.2014 are provisional, while ＊ stands for the preliminary figures estimated by JNTO.
◆Note 2. Provisional and definitive figures for Visitor Arrivals are compiled by JNTO (source: Ministry of Justice), and 
provisional and definitive figures for Japanese Overseas Travelers are provided by the Ministry of Justice.
◆Note 3. The figures in ( ) represent the number of tourists among the total.

2015 Visitor Arrivals & Japanese Overseas Travelers （Unit: Persons）

Visitor Arrivals Japanese Overseas Travelers 
Month 2014 2015 Change % 2014 2015 Change %

1
Jan.

944,009 
(730,519) 1,218,393 29.1

(33.9) 1,253,404 1,235,612 －1.4

2
Feb.

880,020 
(688,902) 1,386,982 57.6

(75.2) 1,404,873 1,257,154 －10.5

3
Mar.

1,050,559 
(802,434) 1,525,879 45.2

(54.1) 1,596,751 1,534,026 －3.9

4
Apr.

1,231,471 
(1,020,474)

1,764,691
(1,528,848)

43.3
(49.8) 1,189,132 1,144,833 －3.7

5
May.

1,097,211 
(892,577)

1,641,734
(1,411,626)

49.6
(58.2) 1,280,765 1,262,103 －1.5

6
Jun.

1,055,273 
(866,883)

1,602,198
(1,398.845)

51.8
(61.4) 1,289,029 1,190,805 －7.6

7
Jul.

1,270,048 
(1,080,552)

1,918,356
(1,712803)

51.0
(58.5) 1,414,912 1,309,956 －7.4

8
Aug.

1,109,569 
(903,919)

1,817,023
(1,584,484)

63.8
(75.3) 1,783,127 1,653,622 －7.3

9
Sep.

1,099,102 
(846,241)

1,612,208
(1,316,488)

46.7
(59.1) 1,520,863 1,525,777 －0.3

10
Oct.

1,271,705 
(1,029,922) ＊1,829,300 ＊43.8 1,417,766 1,412,466 －0.4

11
Nov.

1,168,427 
(943,831) ＊1,647,600 ＊41.0 1,355,246 ＊1,346,000 ＊－0.7

12
Dec.

1,236,073 
(1,074,350) 1,397,520

1～11
Jan.-Nov.

12,177,394
(8,862,423) ＊17,964,400 ＊47.5 15,505,568 ＊14,872,400 ＊－4.1

1～12
Jan.-Dec.

13,413,467
(10,880,604) 16,903,388



Tolerance between co-existing religions 
and ethnic groups

Counter Sales: Approach to Key Customers

Travel Industry Monthly Report

The “JATA Young Leaders Study Group” entered 
the third quarter of this fiscal year and with the co-
operation of Malaysia Tourism Promotion Board, 
created a program for overseas training. The program 
aimed at training people working in travel agencies 
and in the travel industry in general. The four members 
out of ten participants in the third training session, 
Mr. Yoshikazu Higashi, Chairman of JATA Managerial 
Issues Committee, and Mr. Makoto Tokunaga, 
Marketing Manager of Malaysia Tourism Promotion 
Board, talked about the results and significance of the 
program. 

Members in The Third Training Session

“The New Travel Industry” of the Era of Great Asian 
Exchange


