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[ WhatisCITES? |

CITES (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora) is an international agreement between Governments.

Its aim is to ensure that international trade in specimens of wild animals and plants does
not threaten their survival.

[ How CITES works? ]

» CITES works by subjecting international trade in specimens of selected species to certain
controls. These require that all import, export, re-export and introduction from the sea of
species covered by the Convention has to be authorized through a licensing system. (‘Re-
export’ means export of a specimen that was imported.)

» The species covered by CITES are listed in three Appendices, according to the degree of
protection they need.

« A specimen of a CITES-listed species may be imported into or exported (or re-exported)
from a State party to the Convention only if the appropriate document has been obtained
and presented for clearance at the port of entry or exit. There is some variation of the
requirements from one country to another and it is always necessary to check on the
national laws.
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