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India — State of Uttarakhand

Uttarakhand was formed on 9th November 2000 as the 27th State of India, when it was
carved out of northern Uttar Pradesh. Located at the foothills of the Himalayan mountain
ranges, it is largely a hilly State, having international boundaries with China (Tibet) in the
north and Nepal in the east. On its north-west lies Himachal Pradesh, while on the south
is Uttar Pradesh. It is rich in natural resources especially water and forests with many
glaciers, rivers, dense forests and snow-clad mountain peaks.

Economy:

Uttarakhand is one of the fastest growing states in India, thanks to the massive growth
in capital investments arising from conducive industrial policy and generous tax benefits.
Between 2011-12 and 2018-19, Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) expanded at a
Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of 10.85 per cent to Rs 2.37 trillion (US$ 32.87
billion) whereas the Net State Domestic Product (NSDP) expanded at a CAGR of 11.06
per cent to Rs 2.12 trillion (US$ 29.44 billion).

The state offers a wide range of benefits in terms of interest incentives, financial
assistance, subsidies and concessions. Uttarakhand has a robust social and industrial
infrastructure, virtual connectivity with over 39,000 km of road network, two domestic
airports, 345.23 km of rail routes and an installed power generation capacity of 3,400.42
Mega Watt (MW) as of February 2019.

As per Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI), the state had 0.31 million wire-line
subscribers and 64.75 million wireless subscribers, as of January 2019.

According to the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), the
cumulative FDI inflows, during April 2000 to December 2018, stood at around US$ 686
million.

Key Sectors:

e Agro-based Industries

Four Agri Export Zones(AEZs) have been declared under the AEZ scheme of
India in Uttarakhand for litchi, floriculture, herbs and medical plants and basmati
rice.



A Mega Food Park has been set up in Haridwar under Mega Food Park scheme
of the Ministry of Food Processing Industries(MoFPI) and another one is coming
up in Udham Singh Nagar district.

IT and ITeS

The exports of IT products from Uttarakhand grew at a CAGR of 7.4% during
2009-15 to reach $350 mn in 2015.

With the establishment of the Software Technology Park of India(STPI) earth
station and other planned stations in Dehradun, Uttarakhand offers high-speed
connectivity.

Pharmaceuticals and Aromatic Plants

Uttarakhand has three major pharmaceutical clusters with over 300 units having
expertise to manufacture an entire spectrum of pharmaceutical products.

Aromatic plants grown in the state such as lemongrass, citronella, palmarosa,
chamomilla, naramotha, Japanese mint and khuas are used extensively in the
cosmetics industry.

Tourism
More than 1mn international tourists visited Uttarakhand during 2015-16.

Uttarakhand Tourism Policy was launched in 2016, with an aim to develop the
state’s image as a safe, secure and friendly destination for tourists. The state
government promotes village tourism to support livelihood of people living in
villages and recently organized a 7-day international Yoga festival to promote
cultural tourism.



